Lone Survivor

A Star
f the Innovation .nd Bu5iness
of Water-an-Water RO Technology
By Robert Slovak
opper Manufacturing Founder R.W. Beall, Jr. (Mike) started
his small business in Hermosa Beach, California, in 1953 as
a plastic injection molder. Beall made battery filling bottles
seen at the gas pumps throughout the Western hemisphere. He
received several patents on this project followed by patents on a
device that provides precisely proportioned mixed drinks. Over
the next 40 years, Beall would be joined by his four children
(Skip, Pam, Karen and Tim), a family of in-laws and hundreds of
employees. The team, led by Beall, developed over 28 patents, as
well as manufactured hundreds of products as a custom plastics
molder for the Southern California beach communities.
In 1974, Beall's son Tim was sent on a drive to pick up what
would later become the very first patented water-on-water
(WOW) RO drinking water system from the San Fernando Valley
in California. Truman Tyler was the inventor, along with seven
others that would become the owners of this groundbreaking
technology. Soon after, Topper acquired rights to license, produce
and market the WOW RO system. Even after years of continued
development, though, WOW POU RO systems had a difficult time
penetrating the consumer water treatment marketplace. This was
primarily due to the complex control
valves, which had more than 50 parts.
In the 1990s, tragedy struck and
three of the original four developers of
the WOW technology, (Mike Beall, Tru
man Tyler and Robert Sprague), passed
away. This left the younger Beall as the
lone survivor to continue the develop
ment efforts of bringing this superior
technology into reality. Beall continued
developing his ideas from the knowl
edge gained over the years by being the
company's go-to guy for diagnosing and
resolving problems. He was now the
reigning world expert on WOW technol
ogy. Beall then engaged John Sprague
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(son of Robert Sprague) and Mr. Yoshinori Kato (an investor from
Japan) to finish their fathers' development. He also brought in
industry heavy-weights Robert and Jack Slovak, founders of the
Water Factory Systems, and Michael T.
Baird of today's TST Water. Additional
talent included R&D experts Ruben
and Obed Valentine, two brothers with
lifetime expertise in plastics, Jay Julos,
former Water Factory R&D specialist
and Mike Manes, an expert machinist.

Starting over

The new team set out to develop
a product utilizing the water-on-water
technology. They were successful at re
ducing the original WOW system's SO
plus parts to one, having a smart valve
with only one moving part. (This smart
valve has a unique synergy with the
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